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OPEN DATA ACT 

 

Executive Branch Open Data Pilot 2012 
 

Bill 23-12: Open Data Act – DECEMBER 2012 

Provide a centralized site to publish County data 

Compile and publish a multi-year Open Data 
Implementation Plan 
Publish Maryland Public Information Act Responses 

 
 
 



MONTGOMERY COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
2015 

DATAMONTGOMERY OVERVIEW 

   Variety of Datasets Representing 
Multiple Departments: 

Residential Permits 

Parking Space Availability 

Traffic Violations 

Crime 

Maryland Public Information  
Act Responses 

600+ datasets in publishing plan 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Key public users can be defined as Residents, Advocates, Developers, Researchers, County Departments and Agencies, Other Jurisdictions




TYPICAL EXTERNAL USERS 

Residents 
 Trusted source of data 
 Download/search data to get answers to individual questions 
 

Media/Advocacy Groups 
 Embed datasets in articles (restaurant closures, budget, etc) 
 Leveraging data to engage with Montgomery County on issues 
 

Developers/Entrepreneurs 
 Use dataMontgomery standard integration technology and 

dataset data to fuel websites and mobile apps  
 

 
 



Open Data 
Ecosystem 

dataMontgomery 

Public Safety Transportation 

Resident Services 

Financial 

Environmental Protection 

Mobile Applications 
Maps MPIA Responses 

Civic Applications 

 
 

FLOW AND USES OF OPEN DATA 

Spreadsheets Databases 

Maps 

PUBLIC DATA  



PUBLISHING DATA 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What kind of confidential data did you find?
Why was personnel cost excluded?





GOVERNANCE & PUBLISHING APPROVALS 

 
 
 

 
Governance 
 Executive Steering Committee 
 Workgroup 
 Departments 
 

3-tier Publishing Approval Process 
 Legal Authority – Review Process 

 Establish that the data is owned by the publishing organization 
 Establish that the data may be published in accordance with all 

applicable laws (PCI, HIPAA, Privacy / PII) 
 Executive Level Authorization 

 
 
 



MAKING USE OF OUR OWN DATA 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What kind of confidential data did you find?
Why was personnel cost excluded?





budgetMontgomery  
How we Budget for County Services 





spendingMontgomery  
How we spend public funds 



Tracking County Performance 



 

 

 

1. Department receives typical MPIA requests 

2. Department spends staff time to generate & send response 

3. Rinse and Repeat.  Repetition and Waiting…anyone happy? 

 

MARYLAND PUBLIC INFORMATION ACT (MPIA)  
REQUEST RESPONSES - BEFORE 



 

 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD AWARENESS – CRIME DATA 

“I want to see residential burglaries that have occurred around my house this year.” 

Downloadable listing: 

Map: Chart: 



1. Department receives MPIA request 

2. Department adds a request entry to the MPIA publishing 
application 

3. Upon completion of data collection validation process, 
Department adds files to MPIA publishing application that 
fulfill the request 

4. dataMontgomery is updated hourly with new response 

 

MPIA REQUEST RESPONSES 



SUCCESS FACTORS 

 
 
 

 
Strategic:  
 Visible CEX Commitment 
 Successful Department Engagement Model 
 Clear Planning using a Comprehensive Dataset Inventory 

 
Operational:  
 Automate All Datasets When Possible 
 “IT” doesn’t publish data alone 
 Set up a sound, repeatable structure for 

 Publishing Datasets 

 Reviewing and Approving Data for Publishing 

 
 

 



RESOURCES 
 

dataMontgomery (includes links to initiatives) :  
http://data.montgomerycountymd.gov 
 
 

Stay in touch on Twitter: @dataMontgomery 
 

http://data.montgomerycountymd.gov/
mailto:Victoria.Lewis@MontgomeryCountyMD.gov
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